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Civilized Ghiils and Monstrous Humans
By: Iyad Malouf

This article explores the enduring presence of ghiils — mythi-
cal creatures originating in the Arabian Peninsula — as depict-
ed in Arabic literature from pre-Islamic times to contemporary
children’s stories. It examines the varied portrayals of ghiils and
their significance across diverse literary genres, including poetry,
Qur’anic exegesis, folk tales, and children’s literature. As Islam
spread during the seventh century, these creatures transcended
their regional origins to captivate audiences across the Middle
East under the rule of successive caliphates. Through an analy-
sis of two modern stories, "The Sister of Abu Ali the Woodcut-
ter” and "Muhammad and the Ghiil”, the article illustrates how
these tales function as cautionary narratives, addressing tradi-
tional and contemporary human anxieties. Themes of deception,
temptation, and the fear of death pervade these stories, urging
readers to adhere to societal norms and avoid straying beyond
established boundaries. The article further reevaluates the status
of the ghill as a classical and medieval monster in post-modern
contexts, offering insights into its evolving cultural significance.

Keywords: monster; ghiil; cautionary tales; Islam; children’s lit-
erature; cultural anxieties; identity (de)formation

Taste of Fear, Desire for Survival: The Dialectic of Ghoul
and Food in the Lebanese Folktales
By: Kawthar Jabir-Kassoum

This paper works within one of the established images in popular
Literature; which is the duality of ghoul and food as an impor-
tant duality for depicting the social and psychological contents
and values of society. Food is a cross-cultural phenomenon that
has and continues to have a prominent place in the foundations
of human societies. Food is an important element in the folk tale;
because it is part of the elements contributing to revealing the
intellectual customs and traditions behind the characters’ behav-
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iors. Food, as a carrier of collective memory, provides good ma-
terial for the social and anthropological analysis of the folk tale.

Ghouls also have great importance in popular studies and popu-
lar conscience, as they are a supernatural and terrifying force
that combines brutality at times, and kindness at other times.
In the popular perception, tales and news of ghouls are mainly
linked to food. In the book Tales and Tales: Popular Tales from
Lebanon by Najla Jreissati Khoury (2014), we see more than one
popular story that talks about the ogre and its relationship with
humans. The duality of ogres and food also appears in more than
one image. The research works to monitor the semantic struc-
ture of the elements of food and ghouls in this book, and also
attempts to interpret folk tales through what they refer to as a
living social reality.

Keywords: Folk tale, Ghoul, Food, Anthropology, Cultural val-
ues, Social values.

Traveling Bodies: The Spatial Transgression of Knowledge
and Women in the Tales of "The Pepper Seed'" and "The
Sabil"

By: Ido Fuchs and Orphée Senouf-Pilpoul

The essay offers a discussion of two Levantine folk tales, "The
Pepper Seed” and "The Sabil,” focusing on the figure of the
young daughter and her movements between the two poles of
domination — the law of the father and the role of women. In
both stories, the father banishes his daughter to an isolated and
marginalized space. However, the banishment, as we present,
carries potentials for resistance, transformation, self-experimen-
tation and formation, and the acquisition of knowledge. These
potentials are realized through movement in space, disguises,
and sexual experiences. The movement of the daughters in both
stories - first from their home to their place of isolation, then
to unknown spaces, and finally to what turns out to be a place
of destiny, namely the beloved house that becomes their home
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- involves the disruption of hegemonic order and the creation
of a new order, to the extent of spatial reorganization. If so, the
stories deal with men’s subjection of women, mainly through the
father’s control over his household, but also narratives of female
initiation characterized by personal growth, discovery, freedom,
and the acquisition of knowledge and skills.

As this essay shows, movement, disguise, freedom, and knowl-
edge production are to be found beyond the actions of the folk
tales’ heroines. These transformative actions are also expressed
and experienced through the acts of storytelling, interpretation,
and translation. In other words, the tellers, collectors, and trans-
lators of the folk tales that the essay discusses also experiment
with different forms of movement, disguise, and knowledge pro-
duction. Thus - between the feminine domestic spaces in which
women tell these tales; the researcher Najla Jraissaty Khoury
who documented, recorded, and took part in adapting them to the
theater stage; and the dialogic translation work that accompanies
this issue - the tales travel like the young daughters: changing
forms and languages and traversing borders.
Keywords: Folk Tales, Levantine tales, Feminine Spaces, Gen-
der Studies, Narrative Resistance

Goats and Wolves: A Contextual Analysis of ‘The Daring
Goat and the Seven Little Ones’ and ‘Twin Goats’
By: Hadeel Morad-Odeh

This article analyzes two folk tales, ""The Daring Goat and the
Seven Little Ones” and "Twin Goats,” both of which originate
from a single foundational story, "The Core Story.” In this tale,
a cunning wolf exploits the mother goat's absence to prey upon
her young goats, who are alone at home. Both tales follow a sim-
ilar structure, with the wolf attempting to break into the house
and capture the kids, leading to escalating tension and a climac-
tic crisis point.
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While both stories share a common narrative base, they differ in
specific events, secondary characters, the number of goats, and
their conclusions. These variations highlight the cultural charac-
teristics of the Levantine and southern Lebanese environments
of the twentieth century, including aspects of local livelihood,
customs, spoken language, and geography.

We suggest that these tales reflect the social and political con-
flicts that influenced Levantine societies during the twentieth
century. Politically, the wolf symbolizes the settler, conqueror,
or colonizer, while the goat's house represents the land and
homeland. From a social and gendered perspective, the wolf
also embodies the aggressive male, posing a threat to the female
figure. Notably, both tales present a matriarchal narrative where
the father figure is entirely absent. The mother goat emerges as
a powerful protector, daring to confront the aggressor endanger-
ing her children, acting as the sole provider and defender of the
family’s security.

Keywords: Folklore, Localization, Wolf, Goat, The Levant,
Folk Tale, Core Story.

Starving Children and Stepmothers: A Comparative Read-
ing of the Levantinian versions of Brothers Grimm'’s fairy-
tales

By: Loaay Wattad and Banan Awisat

This article offers an insightful analysis of Levantine folktales
gathered by Najla Jraissaty Khoury during the Lebanese Civil
War, emphasizing their intertextual and cultural significance.
These tales, narrated by elderly women, encapsulate themes of
resilience, sociological diversity, and the complexities of story-
telling amid adversity.

Focusing on two specific stories, "Zalabiyeh” and "Where are

you, my Sultan?”, the study explores their thematic connections
to the Brothers Grimm's fairy tales, highlighting shared motifs
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of familial dispute, magical transformations, and survival. These
narratives mirror elements such as persecuted heroines and ab-
sent or neglectful parents, similar to those found in "Hansel and
Gretel” and "Cinderella,” while integrating them into the distinct
socio-cultural context of the Levantine region.

The article underscores the extensive intertextuality within folk
literature, suggesting that these Levantine tales contribute to a
broader, global folklore mosaic that bridges cultural and geo-
graphical boundaries. Through a comparative analysis of Le-
vantine and European narratives, this article illuminates how
folklore universally articulates the challenges of human life and
familial relationships. This comparison deepens our understand-
ing of folklore's global interconnectedness and its ability to re-
flect and address universal human experiences.

Keywords: Comparative Folklore, Brothers Grimm, Intertextu-
ality, Levantine tales, Food and Literature; children’s literature
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